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FOREWORD

Administrative law is, in my view, an extremely interesting area 
of law. It is also increasingly important. 

I have practised in the area for many years. More recently, I have 
taught the subject at university level, and conducted training for 
public servants and others. The combination in administrative 
law of human (and corporate) interests, political imperatives, and 
intellectual complexities, hold endless fascination for me.

However, aspects of administrative law can be baffl ing. Those in 
government can fi nd that deceptively simple phrases like ‘natural 
justice’ are hard to apply in practice. Law students often fi nd the 
subject conceptually diffi cult, and quite different from other areas 
of legal study. Lawyers do not always fully understand it, even 
when they are practising in the area.

I believe that administrative law is best understood when seen 
operating in the real world. Academic legal principles can then 
take on life. This book presents administrative law questions and 
principles as they operate in practice. It aims to meet the perspective 
of the ‘user’, and in doing so, I hope it brings administrative law 
to life.

I would like to thank my husband, Michael, and children, Simon, 
Finlay and Marshall, for their endurance. Thanks especially to 
Finlay for the terrifi c drawings. And to my mother and father, Tui 
and John, who taught me to think. Thanks to Anthony Cavanough 
QC for his guidance on delegation issues, and to Bruce Dyer for 
his advice on natural justice. Thanks to Ruth Shann for her editing 
work. And thanks to those clever administrative law practitioners, 
clients and students who have helped me to understand more 
about the subject.
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